OME HUNDRED FIFTH CONGRESS

TOM BLILEY. VIRGINIA, CHAIRMAN

W.J. "BILLY™ TAUZIN, LOUISIANA

MICHAEL G. OXLEY. QHID
MICHAEL BILIRAKIS, FLORIDA
DAN SCHAEFER, COLORADO
JOE BARTON, TEXAS

J. DENNIS HASTERT, ILLINOIS
FRED UPTON, MICHIGAN
CLIFF STEARNS, FLORIDA
BILL PAXON, NEW YORK
PALL E. GILLMOR, CHIO
SCOTT L. KLUG, WISCONSN

JAMES C. GREENWOUCD, PENNSYLVANIA

MICHAEL D. CRAPO, IDAHO
CHRISTOPHER COX, CALIFORNIA
NATHAN DEAL, GEDRGIA

STEVE LARGENT, OKLAHOMA

RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA
ED WHITFIELD, KENTUCKY
GREG GANSKE, (OWA

CHARLIE NORWOOQD. GEORGIA
AICK WHITE, WASHINGTON
TOM COBURN. OXLAHOMA
RICK LAZIO, NEW YORK
BARBARA CUBIN, WYOMING
JAMES E. AOGAN, CALIFORNIA
JOHN SHIMKUS, ILLINOIS

JOHN . DINGELL, MICHIGAN

HENAY A, WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA
EDWARD J. MARKEY, MASSACHUSETTS

HALPH M. HALL, TEXAS
RICK BCUCHER, VIRGINIA

THOMAS J. MANTON, NEW YORK
EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YCRK
FRANK PALLONE, IR, NEW JERSEY

SHERROD BROWN, OHiO
BART GORDON. TENNESSEE
ELIZABETH FURSE, OREGON
PETER DEUTSCH, FLORIDA
BOBBY L. AUSH, ILLINOIS
ANNA G. ESHOO. CALIFORNIA
RACHN KLINK. PENNSYLYANIA
BART STUPAK, MICHIGAN
EL{QOT L. ENGEL, NEW YORK
THOMAS C. SAWYER, CHIO
ALBERT R. WYNN, MARYLAND
GENE GREEN, TEXAS

KAREN MCCARTHY, MISSOURI
TED STRICKLAND. OHIOQ
DIANA DeGETTE. COLORADD

U.$. Bouse of Wepresentatibes

Committee on Commerce
Room 2125. Rapburn Bouge Stfice Building
Washington, BE 205154115

JAMES E. DERDERIAN, CHIEF OF STAFF

STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN DAN SCHAEFER
BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND POWER
MARKUP OF H.R.629 -TEXAS COMPACT
May 13, 1997

H.R. 629 would grant Congressional consent to the Texas-Maine-Vermont Low-
Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Compact. It would allow these states to join the 41
others who are already members of similar compacts, and finally allow them to begin their
efforts to fully comply with the Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act of 1980.

In that Act, Congress agreed that it would be the responsibility of States to dispose
and manage low-level waste. It gave the States a broad degree of authority to deal with the
management, siting and operation of low-level waste disposal facilities.

The Subcommittee has a simple two-step process before it. The first step is to
ensure that the Texas Compact complies with the underlying requirements of the Low-
Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act. The Texas Compact meets this test.

The second step is to grant Congressional consent to the Compact. This will allow
these three States to move ahead with the compact and fulfill the requirements of the
Federal Act. Representative Joe Barton — the Chairman of our Oversight Subcommittee —
and Representative Ralph Hall -the ranking member of this Subcommittee-should be
commended for their efforts to move H.R. 629 forward, and | encourage its approval by the
Subcommittee.



